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Unit-I  

Research- Definition, Objectives of research, Types of Research, Significance of Research, 

Research process, Criteria of good Research, Problems faced by researchers in India.  

Research- Definition 

• Research is a systematic investigation to find the answer to a problem. 

     - burn 

• Research is defined as the creation of new knowledge and/or the use of existing 
knowledge in a new and creative way so as to generate new concepts, methodologies and 
understandings.  

• Research is a systematic inquiry to describe, explain, predict, and control the observed 
phenomenon.  

Objectives of research 

• Academic objectives related to development of new concept and addition to old concepts. 

Urge for knowledge will be the main factor 

• Utility objectives relate to utility of research to the society or accepted by the society.  
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Types /Classification of Research 
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Significance of Research 

• Helps in predicting future prospects  

• Helps to solve various problems of business  

• Helps to find out solution for social and political issues  

• Helps in forecasting  and planning  

• Helps in decision making  

• It is the base for innovations and developments  

• Research inculcates scientific and inductive thinking and it promotes the development of 

logical habits of thinking and organization.  

• The role of research in several fields of applied economics, whether related to business or 

to the economy as a whole, has greatly increased in modern times. Research provides the 

basic for nearly all government policies in our economic system. Research provides the 

basis for nearly all government policies in our economic system. Research has its special 

significance in solving various operational and planning problems of business and 

industry. In several ways, operations research, market research and motivational research 

are vital and their results assist in taking business decisions. Research is equally 

important for social scientists in studying social relationships and in seeking answers to 

various social problems. It gives intellectual satisfaction of knowing things for the sake of 

knowledge. It also possesses the practical utility for the social scientist to gain knowledge 

so as to be able to do something better or In a more efficient manner.  
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Research process 
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Criteria of good Research 

• Purpose should be clearly defined 

• Research process should be followed 

• Address an important question.  

• Advance knowledge.  

• The scope and limitations of the work to be clearly defined.  

• The process to be clearly explained so that it can be reproduced and verified by other 

researchers.  

•  A thoroughly planned design that is as objective as possible. 

• Highly ethical standards be applied.  

•  All limitations to be documented.  

• Data be adequately analyzed and explained.  

•  All findings be presented unambiguously and all conclusions be justified by sufficient 

evidence. 

 

• Problems faced by researchers in India 

• Lack of a scientific training in the methodology of research. 

• Insufficient interaction between the university research departments on one side and 

business establishments, government departments and research institutions on the other 

side 

• The concept of secrecy seems to be sacrosanct to business organisations in the country so 

much so that it proves an impermeable barrier to researchers.  

• Research studies overlapping one another are undertaken quite often for want of adequate 

information. This results in duplication and flutters away resources.  

• There does not exist a code of conduct for researchers  

• Researchers in our country also face the difficulty of adequate and timely secretarial 

assistance, including computerial assistance  

• Library management and functioning is not satisfactory at many places and much of the 

time and energy of researchers are spent in tracing out the books, journals, reports, etc., 

rather than in tracing out relevant material from them.  

• There is also the problem that many of our libraries are not able to get copies of old and 

new acts/rules, reports and other government publications in time.  

• There is also the difficulty of timely availability of published data from various 

government and other agencies  
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Questions 

1. Define Research 

2. What are the objectives of research? 

3. Explain the types of Research 

4. Write a note on significance of Research 

5. Explain the Research process in detail 

6. What are the criteria of good Research? 

7. Enumerate the problems faced by researchers in India  
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UNIT II 

• Research problem-Meaning, factors to be observed by a researcher while selecting a 

research problem, Techniques involved in defining a problem. Research design- 

Definition Features of a good design Steps in Research design Exploratory design- 

Descriptive design.  

•  
• Factors to be observed by a researcher while selecting a research problem 

• Avoid selection of monotonous problem 

• Avoid controversial  topics  

• Avoid narrow and vague topic 

• Resources Availability. During the selection, a researcher will see to the resources 

available. If these resources like money, time, accommodation and transport are available 

to the selection place, then the selection of the problem is easy. 

• Select after doing primary study  of the subject. 

 

Techniques/ steps involved in defining a research  problem 

• Statement of problem  

• Nature of Research Problem  

• Review of available literature  

• Discussions to enrich the subject matter  
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• Redesigning of research problem  

• Utility of research.  

•  
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Research design- Meaning &Definition 

• Research design means a process by which researcher will be in a position to understand 

the structure of the research and various steps to be taken in the process of research. 

• “The design is the plan of study as such it is planned in every study uncontrolled as well 

as controlled and subjective as  well as objective”  

Features of a good Research design 

• It should have minimum bias and maximum reliability,  

• It should have flexibility,  

• Should be accurate,  

• Reliable,  

• Should involve testing of hypothesis ,  

• Objectivity,  

• Validity, Generalization  
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Steps in Research design 

• Formulation of research problem  

• Review of existing literature  

• Formation and development of working hypothesis  

• Preparation of research design  

• Determining sample design  

• Data collection  

• Project execution  

• Data analysis  

• Testing the hypothesis  

• Data interpretation  

• Report of the research work  
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Types of research design 

• Exploratory Research design: Just as the word implies, it explores, that is to find out 

about something by answering the question in “what” or “How” manner. 

• It is a lot like exploration or detective work fuelled by curiosity. Researchers should use 

their instincts to find clues and venture into new territories in search of information. 

Flexibility is important in exploratory research and it is bound to result in new ideas, 

revelations and insights. 

• Descriptive Research design: This is more in-depth research, that answered the question 

of what and how. Descriptive research as the name suggests is used for description or to 

describe  phenomenon or idea. 

• Explanatory Research: This seeks to explain the subject matter being researched and 

tries to answer the question of what, how, and why. 

• Evaluation Research: This is quite extensive as it measures the effectiveness of a 

program. 

• https://notesmatic.com/2018/07/research-design-and-its-types-exploratory-descriptive-

and-causal/  

•  
 

https://notesmatic.com/2018/07/research-design-and-its-types-exploratory-descriptive-and-causal/
https://notesmatic.com/2018/07/research-design-and-its-types-exploratory-descriptive-and-causal/
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Questions 

• Define Research problem 

• Explain the factors to be observed by a researcher while selecting a research problem.  

• What are the Techniques involved in defining a problem?  

• Define Research design 

• What are the Features of a good design?  

• What are the steps in Research design?  

• Differentiate Exploratory design- Descriptive design. 
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