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Land Revenue Administration
OR
Ryotwari System

To accumulate the wealth of Tamilnadu, the British go them. |
selves directly involved in land revenue collection. To colfec ta
directly from the tenants, they adopted various methods. In the e; ght.
eenth century, the British East India Company adopted Jagirdarj‘ |
Amuldari, Mahalwari Mirasdari and Zamindari SYStems in varig,
parts of India to collect land revenue. Due to its abuse and Other
evils, these systems failed miserably. Hence, thé British administratio,
decided to introduce a new system in land revenue collection

Introduction of Ryotwari system

The Third Mysore war came to an end in 1797 As a resylt
the British brought Salem under their administ
Knowing the defects of.the above systems of revenue collection,
Lord comwallis decided to adopt a new system to collect land tax

. from the land holders. The task was entrusted to Captain Read ang
Thomas Munroe. The other lieutenants too assisted them in this
endeavour. The result was the '‘Ryotwari system'.

Implementation of the system

Though there was criticism, government decided fo
implement the system as an €xperimental measure to two provinces
of India, first at Madras and later at Bombay. The Ryotwari system
was vigorously implemented in Tamilnadu during the

330 | J
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_mlstranon of Governor Munroe (1820 - 1827). As this system
act ioned effectively, it was made permanent. This system reduced
,sgessmcnt to made one third of the produce. Government adopted
prov:swns of this system strictly and collected the tax regularly

durmg the time of famine, droughts flood etc. :

,..* features of the system:

©  The permanent land revenue system introduced by Munroe
jas totally different from that of the previous systems. It possessed
_; ain attractive features. This system provided an opportunity for
farmers or the tenants to get the lands directly from the
emment without the mediation of the zamindat. As the tenants
intained direct relation with the administration (COmPaI‘Y)’
'f'--. prtance given to the mediator was neglected.

¥ According to the new system, the tenants who received the
jand from the government had the right to sell or lend or lease Of
' prtagage at his own will. Aslongashe maintained the agremnm-t,
H“ can terminate or interfere in his rights. In short, 1t
sonsolidated the land rights of the tenants. .

- Another feature of this system was that after gcttmg the land
the government, the tenants had the right to increase or
jecrease the area of cultivation at their own whims and fancies.

Moreover, the tenants enjoyed the right to lease out land partly or
ally to somebody else. By doing so, no written agreement was made
_ tenants and sub - tenants.

3 The tenants who possesseed the land should remit the tax or
assessment to the government regularly without dues. If dues
;: scurred, government had the ultimate power to lease out 1t.

Under the Ryotwari system, the procurement was given to
nts for 20 or 30 years. It permanently confirmed the land
of the tenants. Moreover, the government acted as landlord or

: - of the land.

od of Implementation

" Till the end of eighteenth century no regular methods were
for the assessment of land tax. Land was neither surveyed
cally nor its income assessed properly. Therefore, the
nt arranged for a regular and comprehensive survey
ent. A regulation was adopted for the effective functioning

i
. .

e
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: . =t Bflhe ﬁCld pages, the

mi of sctﬂmcm rcﬂllfs leme“L the ayacut memp
pe Revenue Departmen; -

The amount collected was remitted m the treasury.

T’_" _mak'c the system more effective land revenue manuals
gpeeparcc. In volumes. Moreover, the registers and accounts
the vﬂlage, taluks and division offices were inspected
dically. To co-ordmate the activities of these officials, a land
IC COmmISSIOneT was appointed. He was also held responsible
e extension of cultivation, development of land revenue,
ent-of revenue survey, land record rules and law and the
m and revision of the necessary manuals.

dy System

pe revenue department was not free from corruption as in
t day. With 2 view to remove corruption and to eradicate
5 in revenue collection, the system of annual Jamabandy
mitroduced in 1885 in land revenue administration. This
led to rectify several defects in the village registers and
the spot. Tahsildars were instructed to maintain tour
They contained the details of inspection works. Circulars
ed to the revenue officials for the guidance of land
These measures minimised the violation of rules and
and prevented the leakage of revenue in taluks and
ices. Knowing the importance of this system, it was
ven after indepehdence.

of Treasuries

ition to annual jamabandy, the district and divisional
als inspected the treasuries under their junisdiction.
7 stimulated duty consciousness and avoided
ion of funds. g
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Maintenance of Land Records
A The lahd revenue reform required adequate knowlcd" of
the previous settiements and proper perusal ol pr{:VIOLH land eCorgs |
Hence, land revenue records were preserved with much care St h
records were maintained by the land:revenue’ ‘department - The
revenue 'supervisors and the survey accountants preserved the lang
- records under the control of the Tahsildars: Later, a separate |, nd
tecord dcpartment was'’ Formed wnh sufficient staff for
fnhmtenance e '

e ;Merllss of Ryotwan system . )
1 ~ ‘During the administration of East Indla C ompany, Ryotwar;
.%ystem was adopted in Tamilnadu, with a view to regularise ang
enhance the land revenue. This system had 1mproved over the
o *pbev&ous ‘systems. It possessed certain merits. ~This system was
e faﬁpmcxatedﬂn the ground that for the first time it maintained direct
-"‘cnﬁtact between the government and the tenants. They remitted the
tas dfrtct’ly to the government. Hence, an opportunity was giver o
; :' mtqumts to rectlfy thelr grievances dlrectly with the government,

t..;.n- v e e

'.also_ authorised the tenants even to sell or lease or mortage ‘
at hlS W111 It enhanced the status of the tenants.

rior to the introduction of the Ryotwari system there
e domination of zamindars. They both exploited the
1t and the tenants. The effective working of the new
ei Satlsfactlon to the govemment and more profit to the

'.‘_'.,
:'i

3 vemment Thc ofﬁcnals appomted to logk after the
ue admlmstratmn frequently visited .the villages. I
hem to understand the socio-cultural habits of the people
! Al ':303’ and the outdated traditional bL]lLIH [hcﬂ
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] ! i - SRtk
government to regular;s B
oo ASgUlanise the state r ’ By

uption and mal-admimstration -~ fvenue and to minimise

pefects of Ryotwari System
ho gh the' system was appreciated, it was also criticised
' the Ryotwari system, the government

rus _ - €normous. powers. They :
powered to classify and to assess the tax. So.to get the syzip‘:f;;

favour O.f.theeofﬁcia]sz the tenants were forced to give bribes to
. Moreover, utilising the illiteracy of the natives, the
mment officials such as karnam, Tahsildar etc, e'xploite,d and
collected more money from them. Such inhuman attitude paved
way for the establishment of the autocracy of the revenue
1als. The attitude’and working of the revenue department

bd this fact. '

”)_'_-; The revenue officials were very particular and keen on the
ction of land revenue from the people. But the frequent natural

mities such as carthquakes, floods, famines, droughts and

e affected the cultivation considerably. Hence, the tenants

it difficult to pay the taxes. Instead of giving concessions and .
ction to the tenants, at these critical situation, the revenue

ials forced them to pay the tax. Such uncompromising and

an attitude of the government affected the welfare of the

‘badly.
. . Due to the com
owed money from mo

pulsion of the revenue officials the tenant’
ney-lenders at high rate of interest and -

tted the tax. They found it very difficult to repay the amount. It
ted the socio - econoric welfare qf the pf:ople adversely. The
ent reports of this period revealed t_hl_s fact. For .example,
sort of a district. Collector at Bellary in 1845 mentioned the
s in Rajamundri became debtors due to famine. Due to
“the tenants who resided at Nellore were forced to sell their
al products at a low rate. It affec.tf;d them a lot._ It also
the ryots to poverty- The same qondltlop prevailed in North
imbatore, Madurai, Thiruchirappalli, Salem and other
tilising this opportunity, the money-minded landlords
e lands of the affected parties and became zamindars.
1 of abolishing zamindari system was not visuvalised.
335
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